
For God. For Others. Forever. 

Your Philanthropic Footprint 
Personal philanthropy comes in all sizes and shapes. For volunteers, 
philanthropy means making substantial investments of time and 
treasure. For annual givers, it means committed, long-term financial 
support for specific campaigns or programs. Many of our loyal 
donors support the Catholic Community Foundation with planned 
gifts that meet specific goals, and some combine multiple giving 
strategies as a way to give back and fulfill philanthropic intentions.

This issue of our newsletter looks at some of the simple steps donors 
can take to make a difference and support the work of the Church. 
There are many ways to leave a lasting philanthropic footprint, and 
by knowing your options, you can be assured that “how you give” 
is exactly the right fit for your personal planning and philanthropic 
goals. 

You may have questions about specific gift ideas or you may want 
to explore the ways your gift could be used. It is always our pleasure 
to answer your questions or to help in any way we can. Feel free 
to call, email or use the attached card to contact us. Be sure to ask 
for our free brochure—10 Year-End Taxpayer Strategies. It provides 
information that can be helpful as you prepare for the tax season 
and think about year-end gift planning ideas.

Every gift matters—for you and for us. Thank you for considering 
some of the many ways you can help us and make a difference 
through the Catholic Community Foundation.

Yours in Christ,

Elisa M. Smith, CPA 
Director of the Catholic Community Foundation, Inc.

ccf@archindy.org
(317) 236-1482
(800) 382-9836, ext. 1482
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Make a Gift that Provides Lifetime Income  
for You or Someone Else
A charitable gift annuity is a unique and meaningful way to support 
the Catholic Community Foundation while providing supplementary 
income to you or someone else. There are many good reasons to 
consider a charitable gift annuity, but one of the most compelling is 
that rates today are better than ever because fixed lifetime payout 
rates increased in 2018! Donors who establish a gift annuity today will 
benefit from a higher rate. Over a lifetime of payments, income will 
be substantially increased. As you consider options for supporting the 
Catholic Community Foundation, keep these additional charitable gift 
annuity benefits in mind.

SAMPLE CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITY RATES:  
ONE PERSON
Age 65 70 75 80 85 90
Rate 5.1% 5.6% 6.2% 7.3% 8.3% 9.5%

Rates effective July 1, 2018. Contact us to verify current rates. 
 
Give and Receive

Charitable gift annuities are gifts that give back. In exchange for your 
gift, the Catholic Community Foundation promises to pay a fixed 
lifetime income to whomever you designate as the income benefi- 
ciary. If two income beneficiaries are named (two is the maximum), the 
payment rate is lower but the lifetime payments continue as long as  
either income beneficiary lives.

Choose When Payments Begin
In addition to the option of naming one or two income beneficiaries, 
you can choose to begin lifetime payments immediately or defer 
income to a specific time in the future. For example, if you are in the  

 
 
midst of your career and do not want additional income, you can make 
a gift and elect to begin payments at a later date. Deferring payments 
also comes with an additional benefit—an increased payout rate for the 
life of the beneficiary. 

A Tax Deduction
Your gift qualifies for an immediate tax deduction based on the amount 
we are expected to receive when the payout period ends. The amount 
of the deduction depends on the amount of the gift, when payments 
begin, and the age of the annuitant(s). We can provide an illustration 
showing the payment amount and tax information based on specific gift 
amounts. Simply let us know what you are considering and we will be 
happy to provide you with specific information.

Your Gift Need Not be Cash
Although many donors use cash, appreciated property such as stock 
can also be used to fund a gift annuity. There can be advantages to 
using appreciated stock rather than cash to establish a gift annuity, 
particularly with regard to capital gains tax that would otherwise be due 
when the stock is sold. The options are worth exploring.

Example: Jan, age 78, learns that she can receive lifetime income from 
her charitable gift. She chooses to set up a charitable gift annuity with 
a gift of $25,000. Jan will receive annual payments of $1,700 beginning 
immediately—a 6.8% payment rate. The payments are fixed and will 
continue for the rest of her life. The gift qualifies for a charitable 
deduction of $12,173 this year. Jan is grateful to be able to support our 
work and benefit personally from a fixed lifetime income.  
 
(Example for illustrative purposes, AFR 3.4 %.)

A Right Fit

There are many options to examine when choosing a charitable gift. What is the best way to make my gift? 
How should timing affect my decision?  How does philanthropy fit into my personal planning goals? What 
should my legacy be? It’s important to think about what you want to accomplish and to choose a gift that is 
the right fit for you and your family. 



 
 

Appreciated Stock Gifts: Value for You and for Us
A gift of stock provides added value to donors and helpful, timely 
support for the Church. In addition to making a significant impact on 
our work, a carefully planned gift of stock can:

• eliminate or reduce capital gains taxes

• generate a significant income tax charitable deduction for those 
who itemize

• provide a tax-wise way to meet philanthropic goals

More About the Additional Tax Benefit
Donors will reduce or even totally avoid capital gains tax on the 
appreciated stock that is given to us, and itemizers can still take an 
income tax charitable deduction based on the stock’s full fair market 
value. 

Here is how it works. Suppose Emma wants to make a $20,000 gift to 
the Catholic Community Foundation. She is considering whether to 
write a check for $20,000 or give us stock currently valued at $20,000 
that she purchased for $10,000 several years ago.

With either gift option, Emma is eligible for an income tax charitable 
deduction of $20,000 on her federal income tax return (subject to some 
limitations). However, if she gives the stock, she also avoids paying 
capital gains tax on the $10,000 appreciation. In her tax bracket, if 
Emma sold the stock, she would pay a capital gains tax of 15%—a tax bill 
of $1,500 ($10,000 x 15%). If Emma gives us the stock, the full $20,000 
supports our work. Plus, Emma can still deduct the full $20,000 on her 
federal income tax return, even though the $10,000 gain has never 
been taxed. In her 35% tax bracket, the deduction cuts her tax bill by 
$7,000.

Note: To avoid the capital gains tax on a gift of appreciated stock, the 
stock must be transferred directly to us. If you sell the stock and then 
make a gift of cash, you still pay capital gains tax on the appreciation. 
Contact us for more information to receive a stock transfor form.

Timing Your Gifts
Because the standard deduction increased significantly under the new 
tax law passed in December 2017, fewer people will itemize on their 
federal returns. Those who want to make the most of their charitable 
deductions in a single year may find it makes sense to “bunch” 
donations into a single tax year. By increasing deductions in this way, 
donors can reach the threshold amount required to take a deduction 
that exceeds the standard deduction available. This lets donors benefit 
from taking the standard deduction in some years and itemizing in  
other years. 

The tax law passed in December 2017 did not change the popular IRA 
Charitable Rollover—a charitable distribution from your IRA directly to 
a public charity. If you are an IRA owner age 70 1/2 or over, this option 
lets you use your IRA to make gifts that count toward your required  
 

minimum 
distribution. 
This means you  
avoid all income tax  
on the distribution.

For donors who qualify, giving from an IRA is 
even more appealing in light of the new tax law. The 
reason: changes in the tax law which increase the standard 
deduction mean that fewer people will benefit from itemizing 
on their tax returns. However, those who can make a charitable gift 
directly from their IRA benefit by entirely avoiding tax on their required 
distribution, regardless of whether or not they itemize. Compared to 
making a gift of cash, a gift directly from your IRA is a tax-wise way 
to give. You can support our work and satisfy the required minimum 
distribution rule without paying any taxes on the distribution. To make a 
tax-free charitable distribution from your IRA:

• You must be 70 1/2 or over.

• You must instruct your IRA custodian to make a distribution 
directly to the Archdiocese of Indianapolis. (We can provide 
transfer instructions for your gift—just contact us.)

Up to $100,000 of your gift qualifies for this favorable tax treatment, 
and your gift makes an immediate impact. There is no need to wait until 
the end of the year!

Nearly everyone wants to leave a philanthropic footprint—concrete 
evidence of our values and the institutions we care about. The 
generosity of our friends and supporters plays a vital role in our work. 
All gifts—small, large, and in-between—have a significant impact on the 
work of the Church. All are important. All are valued. As you consider 
your year-end goals, remember it would be our pleasure to work with 
you and your financial advisors to consider the many ways philanthropy 
can be used to meet your personal planning objectives. Please contact 
us if we can help you in any way, and remember to order our free 
brochure, 10 Year-End Taxpayer Strategies.

Thank you for supporting the Catholic Community Foundation; we 
look forward to hearing from you. 

A Gift from Your IRA

Your Path to a Meaningful 
Philanthropic Footprint
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The Catholic Community Foundation serves the Archdiocese of Indianapolis

1400 N. Meridian Street
Indianapolis, IN 46202-2367

Just as the Vatican, in early December, lights the Christmas tree in  
St. Peter’s Square, and the Holy Father reflects on the Nativity, so,  
too, will Archbishop Thompson lead an Archdiocesan Christmas  
tree lighting and prayer service. 

The Archbishop and the Catholic Community Foundation invite  
you to an Evening of Lights, which will take place at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Catholic Center Assembly Hall in Indianapolis. Doors open at 6:00 
p.m., a reception will follow the service and everyone who attends will 
receive a commemorative ornament. Music will be provided by Vox 
Sacra, the Schola Cantorum of the Archdiocese of Indianapolis.

Join us as we will prepare our hearts for Jesus’ coming as the Light 
of the World and celebrate those who have shared their own light by 
establishing memorial endowments in the names of loved ones.

For a donation of $10 or more, you can dedicate a luminaria in memory 
of a loved one, which will be lit at the prayer service. Their legacy will live 
on as the gifts will be invested in the Catholic Community Foundation to 
support the growth of parish, school, and agency ministries.    

To RSVP by Wednesday, November 28, and/or to make a donation, 
please visit archindy.org/CCF/EveningOfLights2018. 

Where: Catholic Center Assembly Hall

Date: Thursday, December 6, 2018

Time: 6:30 p.m. (Doors open at 6:00 p.m.)

Archbishop Charles C. Thompson



Creating a legacy. 
Invested in faith.

We hope this 
newsletter issue 
has again provided 
insight into practical ways 
to meet your philanthropic 
goals. Please take a moment 
to complete the form below or 
contact us by phone or email.

1-800-382-9836 ext. 1482
ccf@archindy.org

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Phone

Email

    I am interested in making a gift from my IRA – 
please contact me.

    Please send information about making a gift of 
appreciated stock.

    Tell me more about charitable gift annuities – 
the gift option that provides lifetime income.

    I am interested in learning more about gifts 
through my will and remembering Catholic 
parishes, schools and ministries important to me.

Your Path to a Meaningful 
Philanthropic Footprint



Ca
th

oli
c C

om
mu

nit
iy 

Fo
un

da
tio

n, 
Inc

.
14

00
 N

. M
eri

dia
n S

tre
et

Ind
ian

ap
oli

s, I
N 

46
20

2-2
36

7

Pla
ce

  
St

am
p  

He
re

R
em

em
b

er
 G

o
d

’s
  

w
il

l i
n

 y
ou

rs
.


